Act No. 146/2000 Coll. on L egal Protection of Topographies

of Semiconductor Products asamended

Amended by: Act No 84/2007 Caoll.

Part |
Basic provisions

Section 1
Subject of Law

Regulation of relations rising in relation to cieat protection and exploitation of

topographies of semiconductor products is the stibjethis law.

Section 2
Subject of protection

1. The protection of this law applies to topographganfar as it satisfies the conditions that it
Is result of its creator's own intellectual effaahd it is not commonplace in the

semiconductor industry.

2. Where the topography of a semiconductor productsistsr of elements that are
commonplace in the semiconductor industry, it ibeégorotected only to the extent that the
combination of such elements taken as a wholeldulihe conditions stipulated in

Paragraph 1.

3. The protection granted to the topographies of sengactor products in accordance with
Paragraph 1 shall not extend to any concept, sysfgotess, technique or encoded

information embodied in the topography other tHantbpography itself.



b)

Section 3

Specification of terms

. For the purposes of this law:

topography shall mean a series of related imagesever fixed or encoded, representing
the three-dimensional pattern of the layers of Wtacsemiconductor product is composed
and each image has the pattern or part of therpattiea surface of the semiconductor
product at any stage of its manufacture,

semiconductor product shall mean a microelectrpraciuct whether in its final form or in
the form of the intermediate product which is ntted to perform, exclusively or together
with other functions, an electronic function; catisig of a body of material which
includes a layer of semiconducting material, andlifga one or more other layers of
conducting, insulating or semiconducting matetiad layers being arranged in accordance
with a predetermined three-dimensional pattern.

commercial exploitation of a topography or semiaartdr product containing topography
shall mean the sale, rental, export, import or aifmer method of commercial distribution,
or an offer for these purposes on the territoryhaf Slovak Republic or anywhere in the

world.

. For the purposes of this law commercial exploitatshall not include exploitation under

conditions of confidentiality to the extent thatpégraphy or semiconductor product

including topography was not subject of a commeéreiation.

Right to Protection

Section 4
Entitled persons

The right to protection of a topography shall applyavour of the topography creator, if it

is not stated otherwise.

. The creator is the person who has created the tapbyg using his/her own intellectual

effort.



. As for the rights of the co-creators of a topogsgpheir right to protection applies to the

extent to which they contributed to the creatiorthaf topography. Where any doubt arises,
in so far as the co-creators do not come to angr@fgreement or the court does not state it
otherwise, the contribution of all co-creators afectopography shall be considered as

equal.

. Where the creator has created a topography indhese of his/lher employment or under
any other obligation resulting from any other cantual relationship, the right to
protection shall apply in favour of the creatorspéoyer or in favour of a party entitled
from any other contractual relationship, unlesspasies to the contract came to any other

agreement.

. Where no right to protection applies in favour lod persons pursuant to Paragraphs 1, 3 or
4, the right to protection shall apply in favour thie person who on the basis of the
exclusive authorisation granted by the person @nsio Paragraphs 1, 3, or 4 first
commercially exploited on the territory of the SdRepublic a topography which has not

yet been exploited commercially anywhere in thelavor

. The right to protection shall apply in favour ofetlsuccessors in title of the persons
pursuant to Paragraphs 1, 3, 4 and 5.

Section 5

1. The right to protection shall apply in favour eftitled natural persons or legal persons

pursuant to Section 4:

a) who are nationals of the Slovak Republic or whoratonals of the member state of
WTO, or

b) who have their habitual residence, seat, estabéshor organisational componéwin
the territory of the Slovak Republic or who haveeithhabitual residence, seat,
establishment or organisational component on thetaey of the member state of
WTO.

! Sec. 21 paragraph 3 of the Act No. 513/1991 Cslhrmended, the Commercial Code



2. The right to protection in favour of persons purdua Section 4 who do not comply with
the conditions pursuant to paragraph 1, shall apply if the condition of reciprocity is

satisfied.

Section 6

The right to protection of a topography shall comnean end 15 years from the date of its
fixation or encoding, provided that the topographyquestion has not been commercially
exploited or if a application for registration puasit to Section 22 Paragraph 3 has not been
filed with the Industrial Property Office of thedsiak Republic (hereinafter referred to as "the
Office").

Section 7

The Emergence and Duration of Protection

1. Protection of a topography comes into existenctherfollowing dates:

a) on the date when the topography is first commdyciakploited, provided that a
application pursuant to Section 22 Paragraph 3babeen filed with the Office within
the period of two years since the date of this @gion, or

b) on the date when application pursuant to the pramvign Section 22 Paragraph 3 has

been filed, provided that the topography has nehlmmmercially exploited before

2. The duration of the topography protection shall eam an end 10 years from the end of
the calendar year in which the said protection canweexistence.

Part 11

Rights and obligations of topography owner

Section 8

Topography owner



Legal person or natural person recorded with thggster of the topographies (hereinafter

referred to as “the Register”) shall be deemedetarbowner of the topography.

Section 9
Co-owner ship of the topography

1. As far as relations of co-owners of a topograpley @ncerned, provisions of special law
shall apply.

2. Agreement on dissolution of the co-ownership andualusettlement has to be concluded
in written form, otherwise it is not valid.

3. Agreement pursuant to Paragraph 2 shall becometiefeas regards third parties from the

date when it is recorded in the register.

Protection Effects

Section 10

1. If it is not stated otherwise, topography ownerlishave the exclusive right to exploit the
topography, to reproduce the topography, to trartberight concerning the topography to
a third person, to authorise or prohibit the foliogvacts

a) reproduction of a topography,

b) production of the semiconductor product, in whidke tprotected topography is
included,

c) commercial exploitation or the importation for thairpose of a topography or of a
semiconductor product in which the protected topphy is included.

2. The exclusive rights stipulated in Paragraph 1yap[do
a) for the period from coming into existence of thetpction pursuant to Section 7
Paragraph 1 to entry of the topography in the Regis
b) for the period prior to coming into existence o€ tprotection pursuant to Section 7

Paragraph 1 given that the owner proves that d gferson has infringed an exclusive

2 Sec. 137 to 142 of the Civil Code



right pursuant to Paragraph 1 while the topogramdsy not been created independently

of the creator or other entitled person pursua@dction 4.

3. The topography owner is able to enforce his/herlusiee right only after the said
topography has been entered in the register.

Section 11

1. The effects of the protection of a topography dbapply to the following:

a) acts done privately for non-commercial aims,

b) reproduction of the topography for the purposeraiying, evaluating or teaching the
concepts, processes, systems or techniques embadig¢de topography or the
topography itself

c) acts done in relation to other topography meeting tequirements of Section 2
Paragraph 2, created on the basis of an analydigaluation of topography pursuant
to Letter b)

d) further commercial exploitation or importation ot@ography or of a semiconductor
product containing a topography, after the topolgyapr the semiconductor product in
question has been put on the market by the topbgrawner or with his/her express

consent.

2. The effects of the protection of a topography dbapply to the person, who, in good faith,
acquires a semiconductor product containing a tguty, which product has been put on
the market without the consent of the topographyewFrom the moment this person
knows or has reasonable grounds to believe thahéeinfringes an exclusive right
pursuant to Section 10 paragraph 1 by his/her auwtgshe is further entitled to
commercially exploit the product, whether acquitedordered prior to this notification,
being at the same time obliged to pay the ownegnuihe owner's own request, due
compensation for further exploitation of the produtich corresponds to a reasonable

licence feé.

% Section 508 paragraph 1 of the Commercial Code



Section 12

Transfer of Right to a Topography
by Means of Written Contract or by Operation of Law

1. Rights to a topography are transferred to a neweovay operation of law in cases

stipulated by special regulatidns

2. Rights to a topography are to be transferred ek@lysby means of a written contract,

otherwise the transfer is not valid.

3. Transfer of the rights to a topography by meana wiritten contract and by operation of
law is effective as regards third parties from da¢e when it is recorded in the register of

topographies.

4. Rights of the third parties acquired prior te@ tHate of the transfer of the rights to
topography are to be maintained. This, however daésapply in case of transfer of the
right concerning a topography by operation of lawtloe basis of rectification pursuant to

Section 25, Paragraph 1.

Section 13
TheRight of Lien

1. The emergence, change and cessation of the rigignpfas well as the relations between
the lien creditor and the lien debtor, are to lgrikated by the general provisions relating to
the right of lien.

2. Contractual lien is to be established by meansvarfitten contract.

3. The emergence of the right of lien is effectiveegards third parties from the date when it

is recorded in the register of topographies.

4 e.g. Sections 69 and 259 of the Commercial Codajd®e460 to 462 of the Civil Code
® § 151a) - §151g) of the Civil Code



4. As for the right of sublien, the relevant provissaof Paragraphs 1-3, as well as the general

provisions relating to the right of sublien, are®used

Section 14
Licence

1. The emergence, cessation and enforcement of acéceontract is to be regulated by the

provisions of special laly

2. The licence contract is effective as regards thadies from the date when it is recorded in

the register of topographies.

3. Where the licence contract does not state othenthseowner of a topography can exploit
an object of the licence by himself and enter iotfeer licence relations with third parties

without any limitations (hereinafter referred tdyas “non-exclusive licence”).

4. In case of infringement or jeopardising of rightetpcted by this Act, a licence holder shall
have same rights as the owner of a topography

Section 15

Compulsory Licence

1. The court may grant a compulsory licence basedhenréquest of any person, who
provides evidence of capability to reproduce thmography in question and to produce the
semiconductor product containing the protected gogohy, on the territory of the Slovak
Republic, provided that:

a) 3 years have elapsed since the date of the ragstiet a topography,

b) the person who requests a compulsory licence hesepted a proper proposal for a
contractual licence prior to the filing of the regti for a compulsory licence, which
proposal has not been accepted by the owner abpography,

c) the topography has not been exploited on the aeyrivof the Slovak Republic by the

owner without reasonable grounds or it has beerlo#gggd insufficiently and the

® §151Kk) - § 151m) of the Civil Code
! Sections 508-515 of the Commercial Code



2.

3.

5.

products containing the protected topography atepresent on the Slovak Republic
market - or they are present there, but in an frtsemt quantity. The absence of any
reasonable grounds for non-exploitation is presuorgd reasonable ground has been

proved.

A compulsory licence can be granted exclusively

a) for non-commercial exploitation or to remedy preetof the topography owner that can
be deemed to be anti-competitive on the basis @fetevant authority decisidor in
case of serious public nuisance,

b) as non-exclusive licence which duration and exskatl be limited to the purpose for

which it was granted with the condition of predoamnsupply of the domestic market.

A compulsory licence can be granted in caseeabss public nuisance notwithstanding

Paragraph 1a).

If a substantial change of circumstances occunelation to those circumstances which
previously led to a compulsory licence being grdntee Court may, upon request of one
of the parties to the contractual licence changecdnhe conditions, extent and duration of
compulsory licence or revoke the previous decisiereby a compulsory licence was
granted, provided that it is satisfied that itmgrobable that there will be any recurrence of

the circumstances which gave rise to the grart@tompulsory licence.

The valid and executable decision on compulsorgniee granting or revoking shall be
immediately delivered by the court to the Officadahe Office shall record these facts in

the register.

A compulsory licence can be transferred, whethenm®ans of written contract or by
operation of law, only as a part of enterprisegfanor as a part of transfer of that part of

enterprise which uses topography on the basiseofdmpulsory licence.

As far as transfer pursuant to the paragraph 6nsearned, provisions of Section 12 para.l-

3 applymutatis mutandis.

8 Act No. 188/1994 Coll., as amended, on protectifoaconomic competition



Section 16

1. When a compulsory licence is granted, the rightthef topography owner to receive

adequate compensation is left intdct.

2. Where the parties to a compulsory licence, whick ¢@me into being on the basis of a
decision that a compulsory licence should be grhritave not reached any agreement on
compensation, notwithstanding negotiations relatimgreto, the amount and the way of
adequate compensation shall be determined by tim¢, egpon request of one of the parties
to the compulsory licence. If a substantial chaofeircumstances occurs, which is likely
to involve changes to the compensation which shbedawarded, the court may, upon
request of one of the parties to the compulsognibe, amend the compensation from that
previously agreed or determined by the court, githext the parties to compulsory licence

have not reached any agreement, notwithstandingtia¢igns relating thereto.

Section 17
Repudiation of a Right to Topography

1. The owner of a topography may repudiate his/hdrtrig the topography by means of a
written notification delivered to the Office.

2. The repudiation of a right to a topography come® iaffect on the date when the

notification pursuant to Section 1 is deliveredte Office.

3. Such a repudiation of a right to a topography wratdo affects the rights of third parties
that are registered in the register of topograplskall come into effect only after a written
consent of the person whose rights and legitimaterests may be affected by the
topography cessation is presented. The same appliesse a law-suit is recorded in the

register of topographies, the subject of which & is the right to the topography.

Section 18

Cessation of Protection of a Topography

Protection of a topography comes to an end ondl@fing dates:

10



a) on the date when protection of a topography putstan Sec. 7 Paragraph 2
expires,
b) on the date when the repudiation of the rightofmography pursuant to Section 17

comes into effect.

Section 19

Infringement of Rightsand DisputesHearing

1. In case of infringement of rights protected by A& or jeopardising of these rights, person
whose right has been infringed or jeopardised isitleth to claim prohibition of

infringement or jeopardising of his rights and lionénate consequences of infringement.

2. If damage has been caused by infringement of rightsuant to paragraph 1, the aggrieved
party has right to compensation of actual damagkiding profit lost. If a non-pecuniary
injury has been caused by infringement of righttg, aggrieved party shall have right to
adequate satisfaction, which can be in form of p&ry compensatidf

Section 19a

Right of Information

1. The owner of topography may requests in infimget or jeopardising of his rights
protected by this Act that a person infringing eoppardising his rights provided him
information related to origin of atopography oriseaniconductor product containing
a topography which infringes the rights pursuanthis Act and to circumstances of its

placing on the market.

2. Information pursuant to paragraph 1 shall conitaiparticular:

a) name and surname or business name or name acel qfl permanent residence or
place of business, or place of business of aywmer] processer, storekeeper, distributor,
provider, dealer and other previous holders of pagoaphy or a semiconductor product
containing a topography;

b) indications on produced, processed, providedorolered quantity and price of

relevant topography or a semiconductor productainimtg a topography.

8 Civil Code

11



3. To provide information pursuant to paragrapland 2 is obliged also a person who

a) has in possession a topography or a semicondpiciduct containing a topography
infringing rights pursuant to this Act;

b) exploits services infringing rights pursuanthes Act;

c) provides services exploited in activities redate infringement of rights pursuant to
this Act; or

d) was indicated by a person mentioned in sub-paphg a) to c) as a person
participating in production, processing or dissition of the topography or the semiconductor

product containing the topography or providing g&s infringing rights pursuant to this Act.

Section 20

1. Law-suits related to rights stipulated in this lakall be heard and decided by courts unless
the law establishes the authority of the Officeptoceed and decide on the merits of the

matters.

2. At the request of a topography owner the courtlgirahibit any action which is contrary to
Section 10 Paragraph 1, or the court shall ordat the reproductions of a protected
topography or the semiconductor products contairitrey protected topography, or any
products containing such a semiconductor product be

a) withdrawn from a trade network;
b) definitely removed from a trade network;
c) secured in other way by preventing further mement or jeopardising of right;

d) destroyed in a suitable way.
3. Provisions pursuant to paragraph 2 shall bewgdcat expense of a person infringing or
jeopardising rights protected by this Act, unlegscsal circumstances give reason for other

process

4. As far as the provision of Paragraph 2, Letfecahcerning a manner of destroying of

objects is regarded, the proposal is not bindingnupe court.

12



5. The court shall not confer right to informatiparsuant to Article 19a, if seriousness of

jeopardising or infringement of right were inadeiguao seriousness of consequences

resulting from fulfilment of obligation imposed such way.

Part Il
Proceedings Related to Topographies

Section 21
Requirements of Application for Registration of a Topography

1) The application can concern only one topography.

2) The application has to contain:

3)

a)

b)

f)

a request for recording the topography in the tegisf topographies, containing the
designation of the topography in question, nammaue and domicile and nationality
of the applicant or, where the applicant is a lggabkon, the applicant's business name
and seat,

documents that allow the identification of the tg@phy in question, or, if appropriate,
also the semiconductor product containing the togalgyy as such (hereinafter referred
to only as “the documents”),

the date of the first commercial exploitation of topography, provided that this date is
earlier than the date of filing of the application,

documentary evidence relating to the acquisitiorihef right to the protection of the
topography as well as the name, surname and denatithe applicant if the applicant
is not the creator of the topography

the name, surname and domicile, or the business reamd seat of the applicant's
attorney, as well as the power of attorney provitted the applicant is represented by
an attorney or if he/she has to be representedigotdo the provision of Section 35,
Paragraph 2.

the signature of the applicant or of the persoitledtto act on the applicant's behalf.

The applicant may designate some of the documentaignt to Paragraph 2 Letter b) as

trade secret documefitsin such circumstances, the designated documemts to be

submitted in two forms, one completed fully and améh the relevant parts, the trade

o Section 51 of the Commercial Code
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secret parts specified as such, obscured or ilegithe documents cannot all be specified

as trade secret.

Section 22
Registration of a Topography

. The proceedings relating to the registration af@ography in the register are started by the

filing of an application to the Office.

. The application may be filed by any person havihg tight to the protection of a

topography, pursuant to Sections 4 and 5 of thvg, laat by legal successor of that person.

. A petition shall be deemed as the application i€antains a request for recording the
topography in the register of topographies withadatabling the applicant to be identified
and if it complies with requirements pursuant t@ti®e 21, Paragraph 2, Letters b), c).
From the date of delivery of the proper applicatitme applicant acquires the right of
priority against any person who later files an aion relating to an identical

topography.

. Provided that the application complies with all uegments stipulated in Section 21, the
Office shall record the topography in the registére Office shall then issue a certificate of
registration to the applicant whose topographyliesen recorded in the register. The Office
shall also publish the topography registration he Bulletin of the Industrial Property
Office of the Slovak Republic (hereinafter refertednly as "the Bulletin").

. Where the application filed does not comply witte threquirements stipulated in the
provision of Section 21, the Office shall call uptve applicant for elimination of all these
defects within a set period. In the event thatapplicant does not eliminate these defects
in the set period, the Office shall suspend thegedings. The applicant must be notified

of this possible consequence in the said call.
. Where the application filed does not fulfil the ueg@ments stipulated in the provision of

Paragraph 3, the date upon which a filing elimmgulefects is delivered to the Office is to
be the date upon which the application is deemdrhte been filed.

14



7. Where the application has been filed and conflath the provisions of Paragraph 2 of
this Section or after the time limit pursuant Sactr Paragraph 1 Letter a) had expired, the
Office shall refuse the application. However, beftre Office decides so, it has to enable
the applicant to comment the ground for refusal.

Section 23

Invalidation of registration

1. The Office shall declare the registration ofagmphy invalid if, in the proceedings initiated
upon request of a third party it is found that:

a) the recorded topography is not capable of protecparsuant to the provision of
Section 2 Paragraphs 1 and 2,

b) the application for the registration of a topognaji question was delivered after the
period of 2 years stipulated in Section 7, Paragfgf_etter a) had expired,

c) the right to protection of a topography had alreadyne to its end pursuant to the
provision of Section 6,

d) the applicant was a person who could not be coregidine person entitled pursuant to
Section 4 or Section 5, unless after the filingted application a transfer pursuant to
Section 12 to or rectification pursuant to Sectki Paragraph 1 in favour of an
entitled person has been occurred,

e) the documents pursuant to the provision of SecibnParagraph 2, Letter b) do not
enable identification of a topography or do notrespond to the semiconductor

product enclosed in the application.

1. Where the request for invalidation of registratmna topography (hereinafter referred to
only as “request for invalidation”) concerns onlgripof the registered topography, the
Office shall declare the registration of the togdry invalid only insofar as it relates to
the part of the registered topography to which tbquest relates, provided that the
remaining part or parts are capable of protectimsyant to Section 2, Paragraphs 1, 2.

2. Invalidation of registration shall mean the relevtpography shall be deemed never to

have been registered.
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Section 24

1. The request for invalidation of registration ish® in writing and is to be delivered to the

Office in duplicate, each of which is to include:

a) first name, surname and domicile of the person whquests invalidation of
registration, and, where it is a legal personbitsiness name and seat,

b) if the person who requests invalidation of registrais represented by an attorney , or
if the person must be represented pursuant to@e8b Paragraph 2, the first name,
surname and domicile or the business name and&éad attorney, together with the
power of attorney,

c) a written request from the person who requestslidatgon of registration, expressly
stating that he/she requests that the registragonvalidated,

d) information identifying the owner of the topographyquestion

e) the topography registration number or applicatiomher in the register

f) the reason or reasons relied upon in the requeshvalidation of the registration in
question as well as description of the evidencgupport of the request upon which the
person who requests declaration of invalidity @fisgation relies

g) documentary evidence designated in the requestdingdo Letter f)

h) the signature of the person who requests invatidatif registration or of the person

authorised to act on his/her behalf.

2. Where the request does not contain the necessameets stipulated in Paragraph 1, the
Office shall call upon the person who requestslidation to eliminate the defects within a
set period. In the event that the person who reaguesinvalidation does not comply with
this call in the set period, and if the proceedinganot be continued for this reason, the
Office shall suspend the proceedings on the redeesnvalidation of registration. The
person who requests invalidation, however, hastadiified of this possible consequence

of potential non-compliance in the said call of @#ice.

3. Where the proceedings were not suspended pursaaRartagraph 2, the Office shall
deliver the request to the owner of the topograghyling upon him/her at the same time
for a written statement in answer to this requashiw a set period. The written statement
in answer shall be submitted in writing, in duplesavhile the owner may also describe the

16



evidence in support of the written statement inngmupon which he/she relies and at the

same time accompany this written statement by tlicementary evidence.

. If the owner of the topography in question does pralvide his/her written statement in
answer within the period stipulated by the Offittes request for invalidation is deemed to
be reasonably filed and the Office shall declaeergyistration of the topography invalid.

The owner has to be specifically warned of thissgme consequence in the call.

. The Office shall proceed pursuant to the provisib®aragraph 4 also in the event that the
owner is not represented by an authorised attomaguant to the provision of Section 35,
Paragraph 2. Where the topography owner does maplgowith the call for submitting the
power of attorney within the set period, it shaldonsidered that he/she has not responded

to the request for invalidation.

. Where the owner provides his/her written statenmieranswer within the set period, the
Office shall send the said written statement topdeson who requests invalidation. Where
the Office cannot reach a decision upon the writegresentations in the statements of the

parties submitted in the proceedings, the Officdldet a date for a hearing.

. The Office is able to proceed further and to deadd¢he merits of the matter even in the
event that the party duly notified of the datelté# hearing does not appear at, or take part

in, the hearing.

. No further amendment or supplement of request rffgalidation of registration or of a
written statement in answer may be made by eitbesgn who requests invalidation or by
the owner. The Office shall not take into accoumy auch amendment or supplement, as

for their relevance to the proceedings and to #wsibn on the merits of the matter.

Section 25
Forfeiture of the Protection and Rectification

. Where the Office receives a request to forfeit gretection of a topography owner

recorded in the register, it shall forfeit this f@ction and record the person who requests

17



the forfeiture as the topography owner, provideat the following conditions are complied
with:

a) it was declared by a valid court decision that pleeson formerly registered as the
owner of the topography in question was not emtitle the right to protection of the
topography protection, pursuant to the provisionSextions 4 or 5,

b) the request for forfeiture of the right has beéedfiby the person, who is, pursuant to a
valid court decision, entitled to the right to mation of a topography, or it has been
filed by the legal successor of this person,

c) the request was filed at the Office not later tlBamonths from the date when the

relevant decision of the Court referred to in Letfeabove came into force.

. Provided that the condition stipulated in Paragraph.etter a) is complied with, if the
request has not been filed at all or has not biéea Iby the person who is entitled to file
such a request or has not been filed within a seio@, the Office will declare the

registration of the topography invalid ex officio.

. As far as the forfeiture of right concerning thedgraphy application and its rectification
in favour of the entitled person is concerned, ghevisions of Paragraph 1 will be used
appropriately. Unless rectification of right contieg topography application is proceeded,
the Office shall refuse the application pursuarddction 22 Paragraph 7.

Section 26
Registration of Licence, of the Right of Lien,
of the Transfer of Topography Ownership, and of L aw-Suit.

. A request for the registration of a licence, of tight of a lien, of the transfer of the
topography ownership (all hereinafter referredity@s "the registration of the right") has

to include the following :
a) information described by Section 24, Paragraphetieks a), b), d), e), h),

b) a statement by the person who requests the rdgstraf the right, identifying the
nature of the registration requested,

18



c) a brief summary of statement in support of the estifior the registration of the right,
as well as the documents that evidence the rigfuisition or their photocopies. Those
parts of the documents or photocopies that theopendo requests the registration of
the right wishes to be kept confidential, may beaonied or illegible provided that the

legible part evidences the acquisition of the rgiificiently.

. Where the request for the registration of the rages not contain the necessary elements,

the provisions of Section 24, Paragraph 2 shallyapptatis mutandis.

. In case of any doubt, the Office may require thpliapnt to submit the original of the
document that evidences the acquisition of thetrigh it may also require that other,

supplemental information, be submitted.

. The provisions of Paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 do notyafgplany compulsory licence. The
Office shall register compulsory licences ex officafter the valid decision of the court on

granting a compulsory licence is delivered to tHic®.

. The Office, upon request made by a party to a laivrslating to the right to a topography,
if the request includes a certified copy of theitpet to the court, shall record in the
register the fact, that there is a law-suit retatio the right to the topography in pending.
The record shall be made with effect from the aditéelivery of the request to the Office.

Section 27

Further Processing

. In the event that a party to the proceedings falgsomply with a time limit set by the
Office to perform an act and it resulted in suspmnsf the proceedings or the loss of the
other right, the relevant party has a right to esqufor further processing as well as
simultaneously complete the omitted act within 2nthe of the date of delivery of the
decision of the Office issued as a consequencheofdilure to comply with a time limit.
The relevant request as well as simultaneous cdioplef the omitted act shall only be

admissible within 6 months of the expiration of taged time limit.

. The Office shall refuse any request for furthergessing which does not satisfy conditions

set out in Paragraph 1 of this Section.
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In the event that the Office grants request fothier processing, legal consequences of the
decision issued as a consequence of the failucertgply with a time limit shall not ensue
or shall cease. In the event that the Office da¢sssue a decision on refusal of the request
within 2 months of the delivery of the relevantuegt to the Office, it is considered that

the request was granted by the Office.

Rights acquired by third parties in good faith witla period running from the validity of
the decision issued as a consequence of the faduzemply with a time limit to cessation
of legal consequences of this decision pursuarRamagraph 3 of this Section are left

intact.

Section 28
Restitutio in integrum

In the event, that a party to the proceedings tailsomply with a time limit set by the law
or by the Office to perform an act without his/logrn fault or negligence and it resulted to
the suspension of the proceedings or the lossebther right, the relevant party has a
right to request for restitutio in integrum as wasl simultaneously complete the omitted act
within 2 months of the date on which the causei®fdilure to comply ceased to exist. The
relevant request as well as simultaneous completiothe omitted act shall only be

admissible within 12 months of the expiration o thiled time limit.

In the request pursuant the relevant party to tbegedings is obliged to provide a written

statement of the grounds upon which the requebsed and reasons for the failure to
comply with the requirements and to submit evidencgaupport of the material facts in the

statement. As for the allegations and the evidenbenitted in support of the material facts

in the statement submitted after any of the timat$ pursuant to the Paragraph 1 of this
Section expire, the Office shall not consider thienbe relevant in the decision on the

merits.

Granting a restitutio in integrum is excluded:

in the event of failure to comply with the time lisipursuant to Paragraphs 1 and 2 of this

Section and Section 25 Paragraph 1 Letter c), or
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b)

in the event of failure to comply with the time Itnof 2 years pursuant to Section 7

Paragraph 1 Letter a) and with the time limit ofy&ars pursuant to Section 6.

The Office shall refuse any request for resitutio integrum which does not satisfy
conditions pursuant to Paragraphs 1 and 2 of thidi& or in the event that exclusion

pursuant to Paragraph 3 of this Section applies.

In the event that the Office grants request fotittd® in integrum, legal consequences of
the decision issued as a consequence of the fadtucemply with a time limit shall not

ensue or shall cease.

Rights acquired by third parties in good faith witla period running from the validity of
the decision issued as a consequence of the faduzemply with a time limit to cessation
of legal consequences of this decision pursuarRamagraph 5 of this Section are left

intact.

Section 29

Groundsfor the Decision

Parties to the proceedings shall be obliged to ggepthe evidence in support of their

statements.
The Office shall develop the evidence and weighethidence within its discretion, each of

them separately and all of them in their mutuatiehship.
The Office shall decide on the basis of the fatthe case ascertained from the developed

evidence that was proposed by the parties.

Section 30
FeesIncurred in the Course of Proceedings

Fees incurred in the course of proceedings argcplarly expenses of the parties to the
proceedings and their representatives includingimidtrative fee, future earnings of the
parties, charges of the evidence and the remuaerédr the representation for the patent

attorney’, attorneys at law or commercial lawyer$.

19 becree of the Federal Office for inventions No./3891 Coll. on remuneration of patent attorneys
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2. Witnesses have the right for compensation ofettigenses and future earnings. This right

shall cease if it is not claimed within 3 days frtdme examination of witnesses.

3. If there was and expertise presented, the exmestthe right for the compensation of
expenses and remuneration pursuant to the prosisibspecial la’.

4. A person, who was ordered by the Office paréidylto submit a document or to enable an
inspection of the thing, has the same right as taess, if he/she is not the party to the
proceedings.

5. The Office is able to order one party to thecpaalings to pay an advance for the expenses
related to the evidence, whose development thisy gaas requested. Imposing of such
obligation shall not create a substantial obstattée efficient exercise of right.

7. Where the party ordered to pay charges in advaaes dot comply with this order to pay
the advance within the set period, the Office spadceed with the proceedings, as though
no request for evidence development has been filed.

7. If, during the course of the proceedings, itdmees clear that any expenses will be incurred
to the Office and these are not covered by anyramvgaid pursuant to Paragraph 5, the
Office may order that these charges be paid byp#rey found to be unsuccessful in the

proceedings.

8. The Office shall order that the successful ptotthe proceedings be paid compensation for
the expenses properly incurred in efficient exémgidts rights against the unsuccessful
party. The successful party has to claim paymentomipensation for expenses until the

day, when the decision on the merits is issued.

Section 31
Remedies

1 becree of Ministry of Justice of the Slovak repalio. 240/1990 Coll. on remuneration of attorneyswa for providing of legal advice as
amended

2 pecree of Ministry of justice of the Slovak Repatio. 180/1991 Coll. on remuneration of commerigielyers for providing of legal
advice

13 Act No. 36/1967 on experts and translators
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b)

b)

. An appeal may be lodged against the decision ofOffiee within the time limit of 30 days

from the delivery of the decision:

No appeal is permitted against the decision
on granting a request for further processing dittg® in integrum

on suspension of the proceedings pursuant to $e8fdaragraph 6.

Section 32
Accessto Data, Trade Secrets

Before the topography is registered in the registerOffice is entitled to disclose to third
parties who prove a legal interest exclusively r@orimation of creator of the topography,
the applicant of the topography, the designatiotheftopography and the file reference of

an application.

After the process of recording the topography m régister is completed, the Office shall
grant access to the data stated in the applicatimsuant to the provision of Section 21,
Paragraph 2 to third parties for inspection andl gfermit inspection of a file to third
parties who prove a legal interest except for denisy designated to be the trade secret

documents pursuant to Section 21 Paragraph 3.

The Office is obliged to proceed, both in the amion proceedings and after the
topography is registered in the register, in suamaaner, that the documents designated as

trade secret documents are not made accessibiatahorised persons.

As for the documents designated as trade secraenuaus, the Office may

submit them to the Court on the basis of a reqgureste event of law-suits pursuant to
section 20 Paragraph 1,

grant access to them to an expert designated bpthee in the course of invalidation
proceedings and determination proceedings afteshbehas been instructed of his/her
obligations in relation to the trade sedrand penal consequences of infringement of the

trade secrét

Decree of Ministry of justice of the Slovak RepehiNo. 263/1996 Coll.
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5. On the basis of the request by a creator opag@phy who is identified in an application

for a registration of a topography pursuant to iac21 paragraph 2 Letter d) the Office shall

not disclose his/her name in the publication ofigtegtion of a topography in the register

pursuant to Paragraphs 1 and 2 of this SectiorBagtion 22 Paragraph 4.

Section 33

Register of Topographies

The Office shall keep a register of topographiesyhich it shall record information relating to

the applications for registration of topographies well as relating to the registered

topographies, particularly

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
9)

h)

)

K)

)

the reference number of the topography

the date of the record of the topography

the date when the topography registration was ghéd in the Bulletin,

the designation of the topography

the date when the application for registrationhef topography was filed

file reference of the application for registratminthe topography

the date of the first public commercial exploitatigprovided that this date was earlier
than the date when the application was filed,

the name, surname and domicile or business nameseatdof the applicant or the
topography owner

the name, surname and domicile of the topograpégtor

the name, surname and domicile or business nameeatdf the attorney of applicant
or topography owner, if the relevant power of atey continues to be valid after the
registration

transfer of the right, the commencement date ademte, of a compulsory licence and
of a right of lien and the date a licence, a colsgry licence and a right of lien came
to an end, the date of commencement of any law+slgiting to the right to the
topography and the date when any such law-suit ¢arae end,

the declaration of invalidity of the registratiohtbe topography,

m) the forfeiture of protection and rectification puasit to Section 25,

14 8122 of the Penal Code
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n) cessation of the protection of the topography .

Section 34
Official Journal of the Industrial Property Office of the Slovak Republic

The Office publishes in its Official Journaf the Industrial Property Office of the Slovak
Republic facts that are related to registered goggohies, as well as other data that are related

to the protection of topographies.

Part IV

Common, Temporary and Annulling Provisions

Section 35

Common provisions

1. Provisions of international treaties, conventiomsl agreements, by which the Slovak
Republic is bound, shall not be affected by thig. la

2. Parties to the proceedings shall be subject tsémee rights and obligations; parties who
have neither their domicile nor seat in the SloRapublic when taking part in proceedings
at the Office have to be represented by an augmastorney.

3. The proceedings relating to topographies are stubjecthe general provisions for
administrative proceedintfs with the exception of the provisions of SectichParagraph
1, Sections 23, 28 to 32, 39,49,50 and 60.

4. As far as the registration of topographies thattadee kept confidential pursuant to special
laws'’is concerned, provisions of this Law shall applyhvthe exception of disclosure of
data pursuant to section 32 Paragraph 1 and 2w#sict@tion of the registration pursuant to
Section 22 Paragraph 4, if the applicant designdtespplication pursuant to the special

law'” and proves the confidentiality of the subjectmbl&cation pursuant to special 1&W

15 section 40, Act 237/1991 Coll., on Patent Attornegsamended by the Act of the Slovak National Cd@®/1993 Coll
16 Act 71/1967 Coll. on Administrative Proceedings
7 sections 2 and 3 of the Act No. 100/1996 Coll. ootgrtion of state secret, service secret and ptioryservice
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5. If a party to the proceedings does not comply watuirements when called upon by the
Office within a set period, the Office may suspéinel proceedings. However, the party to

the proceedings must be notified of this possiblesequence by the Office in the said call.

6. If it is not stated otherwise, the Office may suspéhe proceedings also at the request of
the party to the proceedings, whose applicatiogquest or petition is subject of the

proceedings. The request for suspension of theeprbiogs cannot be withdrawn.

7. In case of request for suspension of the procesdingegistration of topography, to which
law suit on right to a protection of topographyaeted in the register concerns, the Office
may suspend the proceedings only after presentafiaritten consent of the person who

file the request for registration of the law soithe register.

8. As far as the determination proceedings areemed, provisions of the special law shall

apply mutatis mutandi.

9. Each application that is to be filed at the Offlees to be presented in writing and in the

language of the Slovak Republic.

10. Petition performed by electronic means whidatlludes written request in the matter is to
be amended by presenting of written original witlih days; petition which was not

amended within this time limit shall not be consatkto be relevant.

11. The Office collects administrative fees for indiva acts pursuant to this IaW.

Section 36

Temporary Provisions

1. Those proceedings on topographies that were neightdo a conclusion prior to the date
when this law came into effect, shall be brougha twonclusion pursuant to the regulations

in force prior to this law coming into effect.

18 Section 670f Act 527/1990 Coll., on Inventions,usttial Designs and Rationalisation Proposals
19 Act 145/1995 Coll. on Administrative Fees as amende
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2. Legal relations resulting from topographies that baen recorded in the register before the
date when this law came into effect shall be ragdleby the provisions of this law.
Emergence, changes or cessation of legal relatamsyell as all titles that had emerged
before the date when this law came into effectll,shatwithstanding, be judged pursuant

to the so-far valid regulations.

Section 36a

Legal acts of European Communities and of the EeanpUnion stated in Annex shall be

implemented by this Act.

Section 37

Annulling Clause

The Act 529/1991 Coll. On the Protection of Topginias of Semiconductor Products as
amended by the Act of the Slovak National Counal Bi0/1993 Coll. On Measures Valid for
Industrial Property and the Act of the Slovak Na#ibCouncil No. 185/1994 Coll. shall be

annulled.

Section 38
Effect

This law shall come into effect on Jurié 2000.

Annex
List of implemented L egal acts of European Communities and of the European Union
1. Council Directive 87/54/EEC of 16 December 1986Gtmnlegal protection of topographies
of semiconductor product®fficial Journal L 024 , 27/01/1987

2. Directive 2004/48/EC of the European Parlianagrtt of the Council of 29 April 2004 on

the enforcement of intellectual property rigfficial Journal of the European Union L 157 of
30 April 2004
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